Sponsoring True Advocacy for Challenged Youth
(STACY)

2026 Scholarship Application

Instructions and Certification

Application Deadline: September 15, 2026

Visit www.trueadvocacy.com to learn more!



http://www.trueadvocacy.com/

Thank you for applying for the Sponsoring True Advocacy for Challenged Youth
(“STACY”) scholarship. STACY is an organization advocating for children with special
needs and their families in the Greater Sacramento Area.

The selected applicant(s) will receive up to a $1,000.00 scholarship to help fund their
college tuition and/or miscellaneous education expenses. Completing this application
will provide the STACY Board members with information about each applicant. The
STACY Board will review and evaluate each completed application submitted by the
September 15, 2026 deadline and select the applicant(s) who best exemplifies STACY
values and furthers the mission of the organization. The selection of the applicant(s) is
at the sole discretion of the STACY Board and considered final. Once selected, the Board
will notify the recipient(s) by approximately December 15, 2026.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA: To be eligible, the applicant must be: (1) at least seventeen
(17) years of age; (2) have residency in one of the following California counties:
Sacramento, Contra Costa, San Joaquin, Amador, El Dorado, Placer, Sutter, Yolo, and
Solano; (3) admitted to or enrolled in an educational institution that is formally
recognized as an accredited institution by the United States Department of Education
(https://www.ed.gov/accreditation), (4) be a student in good standing at their currently
enrolled school, (5) have a proven desire to participate in the advancement of
individuals with disabilities and their families, and (6) while open to past recipients,
priority will be given to applicants who have never been awarded the scholarship.
Certified copies of the applicant’s most recent transcripts must be submitted with this
application or prior to receipt of the scholarship award.

INSTRUCTIONS:

e Read, review, and meet the scholarship eligibility criteria.

e Completely enter all required information and answer all prompts and questions in
one single document.

e Use single-spaced, 12-point professional font, one-inch margins, and organized
formatting; submit no more than five (5) maximum pages.

e Separately, complete and submit the Application Certification page to submit with
your application.

e The Application Certification page does not count towards the five (5) page
maximum.

e E-mail completed applications to sponsoringtrueadvocacy@gmail.com by the
application deadline.

e Applications received after the deadline of September 15, 2026 may not be
considered.



https://www.ed.gov/accreditation
mailto:sponsoringtrueadvocacy@gmail.com

Your application submission shall include complete answers to the following;:

Full Name:

Mailing Address:

Telephone Number:

E-mail Address:

Date of Birth:

High School(s) Attended and Year(s):

High School Graduation Date: Cumulative GPA:
High School Extracurricular Activities:

College/University:

Major/Minor:

College/University Graduation Date (anticipated ok):

Degree Pursuing (BA, BS, MA, MS, etc.): Cumulative GPA:
College Extracurricular Activities:

Employment History (Employer, Position/Title, Dates Employed/Duties):

#1) Please describe yourself.
#2) What are your educational goals?
#3) What career path(s) are you currently pursuing and/or interested in pursuing?

#4) What does “advocacy” mean to you?

#5) Have you ever volunteered and/or participated in community service? If so, how,
where, when?

#6) Please describe any advocacy, involvement, and/or activities you have participated
in with individuals with disabilities?

#7) How do you believe communities can better support individuals with special needs
and their families?

#8) Do you have any leadership experience? Please describe your experience(s).

#9) What has been a significant challenge in your life? What have you learned by facing
that challenge?

#10) What is unique about you that makes you a deserving candidate to receive the
STACY scholarship?

Complete and submit the attached Application Certification page. The Application
Certification page DOES NOT count towards the page requirement for your
application.



APPLICATION CERTIFICATION

I certify that I am the person herein named submitting this application; that I have read the
complete application, know the full content thereof, and declare under penalty of perjury, that
all the information contained herein, and evidence or other credentials submitted herewith are
true and correct and that I am willing to sign, or have signed this application. I authorize
Sponsoring True Advocacy for Challenged Youth (“STACY”) representatives to verify any
information submitted as part of this application. I understand that falsification of information
contained in this application will disqualify my application. By signing below, I acknowledge
that I meet all minimum eligibility criteria as set forth above. I understand that once submitted,
my application and supporting documents become the property of STACY and selected non-
confidential information may be used for organizational purposes including but not limited to,
advertising/marketing, program reports, newsletters, and other publications.

STACY is a non-profit organization that advocates for children, young adults, and families.
STACY requests your permission to reproduce through printed, audio, visual, or electronic
means activities in which you have participated in that is associated with STACY. Your
authorization will enable STACY to use specifically prepared materials that may contain a
photograph(s) of you in one or more of the aforementioned mediums that will allow STACY to
use your photograph for promotional materials that will increase public awareness of STACY
through the use of mass media, the STACY website, brochures, articles, newsletters, etc.

I, as an applicant, fully authorize and grant STACY and its authorized representatives, the right
to print, photograph, record, and edit as desired, the biographical information, name, image,
likeness, and/or voice of the above-named participant on audio, video, film, slide, or any other
electronics and printed formats, currently developed, (“Media”) for the purposes stated or
related to the above.

I hereby give consent to be photographed and agree that STACY may exclusively use any and all
photographs, which may be taken during my participation, for organizational purposes only and
as further described herein. I further understand, agree, and give permission to STACY to: (1)
display any such photograph(s) on the STACY website (www.trueadvocacy.com), and (2)
otherwise use any such photograph(s) in STACY promotional materials, as described above.

I understand and agree that the use of such Media will be without any compensation to the
participant applicant. I understand and agree that STACY and/or its authorized representatives
shall have the exclusive right, title, and interest including copyright, in the aforementioned
Media. I understand and agree that STACY and/or its authorized representatives shall have the
unlimited right to use the Media for any purposes stated or related to the above.

I hereby release and hold harmless STACY and its authorized representatives from any and all
actions, claims, damages, costs, or expenses, including attorney’s fees, brought by the applicant
which relate to or arise out of any use of this Media as specified above. My signature shows that
I have read and understand the release and I agree to comply with the provisions set forth
above.

Applicant Signature Date *Parent/Guardian Signature (if applicable)

Printed Name *Printed Name (if applicable)



